Basic concepts in Hodgkin disease.
The following is an example of a typical case of Hodgkin's disease, which illustrates the use of clinical and pathologic staging procedures. A 40-year-old man had fever and swelling of the left side of the neck for two weeks. Physical examination showed enlargement of the left supraclavicular and left axillary lymph nodes but no hepatosplenomegaly. Biopsy of the affected lymph nodes showed Hodgkin's disease, mixed cellularity type. A chest roentgenogram, lymphangiogram. 67Ga scan, and results of bone marrow biopsy of the right iliac crest were normal. The clinical stage was classified as IIB2. (Subscript 2 indicates the number of regions of lymph node involvement. The patient subsequently underwent laparotomy. The spleen weighed 150 gm and contained microfoci of Hodgkin disease. Biopsy of an upper para-aortic lymph node at the L-1 showed involvement by Hodgkin disease, but specimens from either lobe of the liver, lower para-aortic and iliac lymph nodes, and left iliac crest did not. The pathologic stage was therefore classified as IIIN+H-S+M- Polychemotherapy was prescribed.